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Extension Excellence Awards
The American Royal Livestock Judging 
Contest in Kansas City proved to be a 
good outing for the animal science Live-
stock Judging Team. 
The team finished ranked fifth overall, 
in a field of 31 teams, and several team 
members placed individually.Two team 
members finished in the top ten of the 
overall individual rankings; Lindsay Bow-
man ranked fourth and Olivia Foster 
ranked tenth. 
Both students, along with Brittany Smith, 
placed in the top 20 in several of the 
events throughout the competition. Held 
in early November, The American Royal 
Livestock Judging Contest is considered 
to be one of the top four, major intercol-
legiate livestock judging competitions in 
the country. 
The program finished their 2013 season in 
Louisville, Ky. at the North American Live-
stock Exposition in November. The team 
finished ninth out of 31 teams representing 
146 contestants. 
According to livestockjudging.com they 
finished the year ranked 7th nationally. t
Livestock Judging 
Team Finshes Season
When, senior, Nicole Gurley learned of 
the North American Ag Trip, sponsored 
by Evonik, she didn’t have many details; 
she just thought it sounded like an interest-
ing opportunity. So she applied, and she 
became one of only 26 of the almost 210 
applicants to be invited to Atlanta for as-
sessment day. 
Assessment day included giving a 4 min-
ute presentation about yourself to the 
other finalists and judges. Each applicant 
was asked to bring one object from home 
that best described them and they were 
to present it during their presentation.
Gurley’s choice was a pair of leather 
gloves. When asked why leather gloves, 
she responded, “I am willing to get dirty 
and do whatever needs to be done.” “I 
had rather be on the farm than go shop-
ping. I just thought they described me 
pretty well,” she said. 
Out of the 26 finalists brought to Atlanta, 
only 5 would be chosen to go on the trip, 
and another 5 would join them from the 
European assessment day.
It wasn’t long before Gurley knew she 
had been chosen and was packing her 
bags.  
The students had the opportunity to visit: 
several Cargill sites, including the innova-
tion center; Fosters’ sites; the Cooks feed 
plant; a San Francisco Giants game and 
the Chicago Board of Trade. 
After the trip was over the students then 
took all the information and interviews 
they had been gathering and created 
a 40 minute video presentation that was 
shown on closing day and later posted to 
the Evonik Facebook site. 
Evonik is based in Germany and is con-
sidered a specialty chemical business. Ac-
cording to a press release from the com-
pany, the purpose the North American Ag 
Trip was to “spur more interest in agricul-
tural careers.” t
North American Ag Trip a Unique Experience for Animal Science Student
A group of faculty and staff in the Uni-
versity of Arkansas System Division of Ag-
riculture and Bumpers College recently 
received the Extension Excellence Award 
for Issue Team: Drought Issues. They were 
also awarded $5,000 in program en-
hancement funds. Team members con-
sisted of Paul Beck, Shane Gadberry, Mary 
Hightower, John Jennings, Steve Jones, 
Kelly Loftin, Donna Rinke, Kenny Simon, 
Ples Spradley and Tom Troxel. Each mem-
ber specialized in separate issues related 
to drought, and created a campaign to 
educate those affected in Arkansas. 
The team listed above began speaking 
at area conferences, posting news and 
blog articles, adding website updates, 
feedstuffs testing and posted video con-
tent. It was these efforts that caused them 
to be nominated and win the Extension 
Excellence Award.
Excellence Awards are presented to 
recognize accomplishment on all levels 
including: state, county, team and indi-
vidual. They also honor teamwork, innova-
tion and diversity. The award was present-
ed on Monday, December 9, 2013 at the 
State Faculty Conference.
Shane Gadberry, was also awarded the 
Extension Excellence Award for Innova-
tion: UA Animal Science on Vimeo. The 
award was also presented at the confer-
ence.
The project was initiated by Dr. Brett Bar-
ham and Gadberry to share educational 
video media on the internet. Following 
Barham’s death, Gadberry continued to 
develop content and post to the Vimeo 
account. For me, this award is a way to 
honor the memory of Brett and the for-
ward thinking vision he brought to Animal 
Science. After his departure, I didn’t want 
to see this program end so, I picked up 
the camera, bought some screen casting 
and video editing software and contin-
ued building on his foundation.”
This project has been very beneficial in 
providing drought-related education over 
the past two years. Gadberry said, “My 
personal goals with the program were to 
reduce conference presentation file size 
and begin short, ‘how-to’ type videos to 
embed in blog posts.  We have to rec-
ognize that the internet is a part of our 
lives.  People use it for communicating, 
purchasing and finding answers to ques-
tions.  With sites like Youtube and Vimeo, 
we are finding out that we no longer have 
to read how to do something, there is now 
a video to demonstrate the steps involved 
whether changing the belt on a dryer or 
implanting beef calves. While livestock 
producers in rural areas still have restric-
tive internet access, if we as educators 
adopt the technology now, the informa-
tion is there for our clientele when they 
need it, not after they ask for it.”
When the statistics were last analyzed in 
March, there had been 5,747 video plays, 
244 video downloads, and numerous testi-
monials of producers complementing the 
videos as a valuable resource of informa-
tion. Please visit http://vimeo.com/arkan-
sasanimalscience to see the UA System 
Division of Agriculture Vimeo account. t
Animal Science Department Educational Opportunities
Incoming students majoring in Animal Sci-
ence or interested in the Animal Sciences 
now have new options to consider. Pending 
approv l from the Arkansas Depart ent of 
Higher Educati n, students majori g in Ani-
mal Science will be able to choose between 
three different concentrations of study: Gen-
eral Animal Sciences, Pre/Professional Animal 
Sciences and Equine Sciences. Non-Animal 
Science majors will continue to be able to 
earn minors in Animal and Equine Science. 
These new concentrations give the students 
more class options, more hands-on opportu-
nities, and a more sound and intense science 
background in both the Animal Sciences and 
in their chos n co centrati n. According o a 
new policy, (University of Arkansas Academic 
Policy Series 1621.10) these new concentra-
tions will also be designated on the student’s 
transcript. 
Our mission is to enhance and broaden stu-
dents’ educational/experiential learning op-
portunities that better prepare them for ca-
reer placement and life-long learning. “The 
addition of these concentrations to the Ani-
mal Science curricula allows us to strengthen 
our program,” said Dr. Michael Looper, Head 
of Department of Animal Science. “I am ex-
cited about the faculty’s decision to imple-
ment this new initiative.” 
For more information you can contact the 
Department of Animal Science at ansc@
uark.edu. w
Animal Science Students
Capture High Honors’
Enough: The Fight for a Food Secure Tomorrow
Dr. Jose Carreia de Simas will 
present Enough: The Fight for 
a Food Secure Tomorrow sem-
inar on Thursday, April 24 at 2 
p.m., in Hembree Auditorium 
(AFLS E107). Hosted by the De-
partment of Animal Science, 
de Simas’ seminar will involve 
the issue of food se-
curity, and the win-
dow of opportunity 
to meet the chal-
lenge.  
D  Simas is respon-
sible for the Prod-
uct Development team in the research and 
development area of Elanco Animal Health. 
Over the last 12 years, he has held positions 
internationally and in corporate offices with 
technical, sales and marketing, and research 
and development organizations. De Simas 
earned his master’s and doctorate in animal 
nutrition and physiology from the University of 
Arizona with post-doctoral work at the Univer-
sity of Sao Paulo in Brazil.
Elanco is a world leader in developing prod-
ucts and services 
that enhance an-
ima  health, well-
n ss and perfor-
mance. Products 
contribute to the 
production of an 
affordable and abundant supply of food 
while also helping ensure the safety of that 
food. Elanco supports a food secure world. w
Wat hing a foal take its first breath is a life 
cha ging experi nce, and for the 28 students 
in the newly developed Broodmare and Ne-
onate Care class, it’s also a unique learning 
experience. Along with eleven students that 
are currently enrolled in the “Applied Equine 
Care” course, they spend some of their free 
nights waiting, watching and hoping they get 
to practice what they have learned and see 
the foaling first-hand.
Offered for the first time, the course is a per-
fect blend of lecture and hands-on learning 
experience.  The  lecture hours include top-
ics such as: what to expect when a mare 
foals, and the associated times lines; using 
milk calcium tests to determine when  foaling 
will occur; how to determine specific gravity 
of colostrum; how to determine if a mare is 
in trouble while foaling; basic physiology and 
anatomy of a foaling mare; and determin-
ing the health of a foal. The lecture portion 
of the class utilizes presentations, webinars, 
discussions and journal articles to deliver in-
formation. While the students are learning the 
information given to them during the lecture 
portion of the class, what they really look for-
ward to is applying what they have learned in 
the hands-on portion of the course.
During the mare and foal watches, which 
are held at Sunrise Ranch, students are re-
quired to keep records on the mares they 
are watching and any resulting foals. The 
students have the opportunity to be present 
when a local veterinarian assesses the mares 
and the eonates. Th  students are well su-
pervised duri g the watch s. Animal Science 
Alumnae, Caitlin Ba nett and farm manager, 
Chad Vanlandingham, are present for the 
foaling and help guide the students through 
the process.  
 Course instructor, Kathi Jogan, believes that 
this is a great way for students to see what 
they are learning put into practice – and 
will be a way for them to practice newly ac-
quired skill-sets.  Senior, Emily Enslow, agrees 
“I like to learn in a hands-on environment, it’s 
really hard for me to learn any other way. I 
don’t retain the information as well until I can 
put it into practice.” Enslow is coming into the 
course with no horse experience, and is hop-
ing to learn as much as she can before she 
buys her first horse. 
The response to the course has been over-
whelmingly positive. “Many students are al-
ready reporting back that they are ‘hooked’ 
on foaling -- and I wouldn’t be a bit surprised 
if a few of these students pursued a career in 
the equine breeding industry.” Jogan said. w
Broodmare & Neonate Care A Unique Experience
Two University of Arkansas, Division of Agri-
culture, Animal Science students won big in 
student competition. Brandon Smith, a mas-
ters candidate and Taylor Drane, a senior 
student both competed in the American So-
ciety of Animal Science’s graduate and un-
dergraduate competitions. Both Smith and 
Drane earned second place ho ors.
Hel  during the ASAS Southern Section an-
nual meeting, in Dallas last month; the stu-
dent competition allows each competitor 15 
minut s t  mak  th ir presentati , and allow 
time for questions fr m the audienc  and the 
judges. Smith and Drane both presented for 
12 minutes and left 3 for questions. Judging is 
based on how well the competitor presents 
the information, how knowledgeable they 
seem about the topic, and how they answer 
the questions presented to them, among oth-
er criteria.
A total of 9 abstracts were presented in the 
undergraduate competition, Drane’s presen-
tation was titled Magnesium bioavailability 
from dolomitic using ram lambs. Her advisor is 
Drs. Ken Coffey and James Caldwell (Lincoln 
University).
While Smith presented: Production, diges-
tion and ruminal fermentation by beef cattle 
limit-fed co-pro uct feedstuffs. There were 
28 abstracts presented during the graduate 
c mpetition. Smith’s graduate advisor is also 
Dr. Coffey. w
Taylor Drane and Brandon Smith at Southern Section 
in Dallas Texas.
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